Critical Analysis Essay (Biographical Criticism) – Instructions
1- The goal here is not to simply summarize the work about which you are writing; but rather, to make discoveries and to argue a position. Find an approach that’s substantive, interesting, surprising and perhaps even a bit argumentative so that you catch your readers’ attention and invite them to take a journey with you. Make a novel point, and state it clearly.
2- Your essay should be 5 to six pages in length, double spaced.
3- You may use outside sources, if you wish. You should plan to format your work according to MLA standards, and you need to include a Works Cited page. Create one entry per text. For example: Emerson, Ralph Waldo. "The American Scholar." 1837. The American Tradition in Literature. Ed. George Perkins and Barbara Perkins. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2009. 1309-22. Print.
Organizational Approach 
Introduction- Your introduction should catch the readers’ attention. Provide a brief explanation/background of the topics you are going to discuss in the paper, i.e. relationships, characterizations, point of view etc. leading into the thesis statement at the end of the introduction. State your thesis regarding your stance or novel take on The Metamorphosis at the end of your introduction.
Body Paragraphs
1. Each paragraph should have a topic sentence clearly stating the main point of that paragraph.
2. Give your explanation of the topic sentence and your assertions. Clearly spell out your train of thought.
3. Provide examples that support your topic sentence.
4. Provide further evidence and details supporting your position. You should cite the primary text, but you are free to bring in other sources. Feel free to compare with other readings we have discussed in class, but if you do, be sure to identify the reading by title and the author.
5. Give your response to possible counter-arguments.
6. Summarize your thoughts with your concluding statement for the paragraph.
Conclusion
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Be sure to identify the author and title of all literary works and all primary and secondary sources to which you refer with in-text MLA Style citations and a Works Cited page. The titles of books, magazines, and films should be underlined, while the titles of short stories, poems and songs appear in quotation marks. 




